284           ENGLAND IN  THE EIGHTEENTH  CENTURY

Little was known of the Rockies and the territory of the
West, but during this period explorations were made which
were the prelude to the establishing of British power in the
Northern Pacific. The western coast of Canada was first
viewed, not by explorers from the interior, but by Captain
Cook sailing up the Pacific. In 1788 a settlement was made
at Nooka Sound in Vancouver Island with the object of
developing the fur trade with China. Two years later
the Spanish attempted to eject the new settlers, but the
English Government forced Spain to admit the claim of the
English colonists. In 1792 Vancouver conducted his
important voyage of discovery along the Canadian Pacific
coast. In the same year Alexander Mackenzie, one of the
Scotch interloping rivals of the Hudson Bay Company,
successfully completed a journey from the interior to the
Pacific Coast. In 1802 the settlement of the River Columbia
was proposed, and three years later the Hudson Bay Company
despatched Fraser to open up trade with the Indians west
of the Rockies. In 1811 Lord Selkirk led a band of hardy
Scotsmen into the district which now forms the Province of
Manitoba, and established the Red River Settlement; but
his project led to great disappointment, and he himself
was ruined. Yet his settlement remained in spite of its
difficulties.

Although a good deal of valuable exploratory work had
been done, there was little attempt at colonisation. The
journeys were inspired by fur traders anxious to extend
their spheres of business; they were therefore by nature
opposed to the permanent settlement of colonists, whose first
task would be to make clearings and so reduce the scope of
Boundary trappers. Nevertheless frequent boundary disputes in-
dicated that the possibilities of the future were not entirely
forgotten. Contention quickly followed the Peace of 1783
as to the boundary between Nova Scotia and the United
States of America. In 1803, when the United States
bought Louisiana from France, there arose a dispute as to
the boundary dividing it from Canada between the Mississippi
and the Rockies. The penetration of Clarke and Lewis,
both Americans, to the Columbia River in 1805 laid the basis